
2 0 1 4  w i n t e r  c o u r s e  c a t a l o g

602.262.4727  |  5005 e camelback rd  |  Phoenix, aZ 85018  |  shemerartcenter.org  |  info@shemerartcenter.org
Please call or visit our website for our business hours.



f a l l  i n  l o v e  w i t h  a r t

Dear shemer art center friend,

in 2014, the shemer art center & Museum will be cele-
brating its 30th anniversary!  it was in 1984 that Martha 
shemer purchased our wonderful “home for the arts” and 
accompanying grounds with a desire to leave a lasting 
legacy in the form of a community arts education center, 
to the citizens of Phoenix and the state. 

we hope we have done her proud this year!  The shemer 
has experienced a very successful year in presenting 
exciting special events such as MicroDwell, Pet Day, and 
the return of sunday@shemer art festival, plus lectures, 
demonstrations, a revitalized sculpture garden, our “sold 
out” summer youth program called artspace and our 
expanded series of classes and workshops.

our mission is to nurture creativity and imagination 
through art and it’s our belief that every person is a special 
kind of artist.  

we serve students of all ages and all levels and are proud 
to share our winter/spring catalog with you.  we offer 
classes in ceramics, drawing, painting, printmaking, jew-
elry-making, sculpture, book arts, photography and other 
diverse disciplines that have been expanded to include 
more weekend workshops, evening classes, and youth 
classes.

The shemer art center & Museum association’s (sa-
caMa) board of directors hopes that you will find your 
stay with us inspiring and filled with lots of opportunities 
to grow and learn.

warmest regards,

Jocelyn hanson, Director
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w e l c o M e  t o  t h e  s h e M e r !

t a b l e  o f  c o n t e n t s

Jocelyn hanson, executive Director



for more information call (602) 262-4727 or checkout our website at www.shemerartcenter.org
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since 1984, the shemer art center has been proud to 
serve as a lasting tribute to a woman who devoted her life 
to improving the quality of life for all Phoenicians and 
arizonans. her gift has become for its visitors a place of 
refuge to regroup and renew their spirits, creativity & 
imagination.

we are extremely proud to have been chosen one of the 
Points of Pride for the city of Phoenix.

born april, 19, 1919, in ames, iowa, Martha shemer was 
the youngest child of Dr. John M. evvard and his wife, 
Mattie. along with her siblings, John and Mary Margaret, 
she spent an idyllic childhood taking nature hikes, studying 
the trees, the birds, the butterfl ies, and the stars. in 1933, 
due to her father’s health, the family moved to Phoenix, 
arizona, where she attended Phoenix union high school. 

upon graduation in 1937, 
she married Jack shemer and 
raised a family of two boys. 
Th roughout their marriage, 
Martha bought and sold real 
estate. when she fi rst saw the 
historic home in arcadia, she 
proclaimed “someone needs 
to save this beautiful, historic 
home and grounds.” Martha shemer purchased and 
donated the three-acre lot and historic home, fi rst built 
in 1919, to the city of Phoenix. she had two dreams: to 
preserve the property and to provide an arts education 
facility and community center for the citizens of arizona. 
in 1984, the city dedicated the facility as the shemer art 
center and Museum.

a  l a s t i n g  t r i b u t e

shemer art center is located in the historic arcadia neighborhood in Phoenix.

5005 east camelback road
Phoenix, aZ 85018
Phone: 602-262-4727

email: info@shemerartcenter.org
www.shemerartcenter.org

l o c a t i o n

assistance is available for all persons with disabilities. we will make every reasonable eff ort to ensure that classes are 
accessible. if you are in need of special services, please notify the shemer in writing along with your registration and 
specify your request. if you have questions, please call 602.262.4727 or email at www.shemerartcenter.org.

a c c e s s i b i l i t y

the sheMer nurtures creativity 
anD iMagination through art.



c r e a t i v e  g i f t s  f o r 

c r e a t i v e  P e o P l e
Purchase a shemer gift certifcate and give the gift of creativity. shemer gift certificates can be used toward classes, workshops 
and custom classes. They are available in any amount. Purchase a gift certificate today and we will mail it to you or directly 
to your friend or loved one.

gift certificates do not guarantee placement in a class or workshop and registration is subject to availability. The certificate is non-transferable and is not 
redeemable for cash. gift certificates expire 3 years from date of purchase.

f a l l  i n  l o v e  w i t h  a r t

Members play a vital role in the shemer art center’s success. Membership fees help support our dynamic programs and 
facility. it is the creative energy of members that makes shemer such a unique place!

becoming a member is also a great way to stay up to date about shemer’s gallery programs, art lectures, and newly 
introduced classes and workshops. become a shemer member today! give a membership as a gift for that person you know 
who loves the arts!
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M e M b e r s h i P  a t  t h e  s h e M e r

inDiviDual - $40/year

stuDent - (21 & under) - $20

faMily - $75/year (up to 4)

M e M b e r s h i P  l e v e l s

suPPorter - $100

contributor - $500

aDvocate - $1,000

Patron - $2,500

benefactor - $5,000

s u P P o r t  l e v e l s



for more information call (602) 262-4727 or checkout our website at www.shemerartcenter.org
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c r e a t e  y o u r  o w n . . .

imagine an event to celebrate a special occasion or perhaps a workplace retreat where we create an adventure for you. it will 
be designed to meet the needs of your group or you can choose from a variety of special event packages.

These events are designed to stimulate imagination and hands-on creativity through individual and collaborative actions. 
our instructors are professional artists experienced in guiding everyone, including beginners, through a lively, rewarding 
and productive experience.

browse through our exciting art experience packages to get an idea of what we can put together for your group. 
call 602-262-4727 or email info@shemerartcenterandmuseum.org so we can help design the perfect one for you.

c u s t o M  c l a s s e s

are you interested in taking a short class with friends or family members? would you like individual instruction in a 
specific technique or to experiment in a new medium? Does shemer’s course schedule conflict with your schedule? if 
so, custom classes may be the right option for you.

if you are interested in arranging a custom class, please email info@shemerartcenter.org or mail: 5005 east camelback 
road, Phoenix, aZ 85018. if you have questions about the program or would like to learn more, please call or email 
the front desk at 602-262-4727 or info@hemerartcenter.org. also, it may take up to two weeks to coordinate the 
lesson so the sooner we hear from you the better! we look forward to having you at shemer!

w o r k  s t u D y

a limited number of work study opportunities are available each quarter. Participating students earn credit toward 
tuition in exchange for assisting shemer staff. applications for the work study Program are available from info@
shemerartcenter.org

t u i t i o n  a s s i s t a n c e

a limited amount of financial assistance is available each quarter to adults and youth who otherwise cannot afford to 
participate in classes and workshops.

h o s t  y o u r  o w n  g r o u P  a r t  e v e n t

c l a s s e s :  c e r a M i c s

This class will focus on the basic skills of wheel throwing - centering, opening and pulling vessels 
- followed by learning to form cylinders, bowls and cups. students will also learn to evaluate form 
and how form serves a vessel’s function. students will learn about clay properties while working in 
stoneware clay and high-temperature glazes.  There is a $20 supply fee for clay and glazes.

level: beginner to intermediate
class: aJ-13 – Thursdays, 1:00pm-4:00pm 1/16-3/6/14 (8 sessions) $225

i n t r o  t o  t h r o w i n g ,  alan Jones



c l a s s e s :  c e r a M i c s  c o n t.

handbuilding is the fundamental construction method for creating sculptural and functional ce-
ramic forms. students will undertake a variety of projects including slab construction, round and 
fl at coil construction, pinch-forming methods, surface texturing and carving. students will work 
in high-temperature stoneware clay and will be introduced to glazing techniques.  Th ere is a $20 
supply fee for clay and glazes.

level: beginner to intermediate
class: aJ-15 – Th ursdays, 6:00pm-9:00pm 1/16-3/6/14 (8 sessions) $225

i n t r o  t o  h a n D b u i l D i n g ,  alan Jones

c l a s s e s :  D r aw i n g

Th is multi-level class is for beginners with some drawing background or for experienced student-
artists who would like to refresh their drawing skills. topics will explore value, space, composition 
and concept, as well as diff erent drawing styles and materials. students will move beyond using 
drawing merely to render objects accurately, and will come to view drawing as a challenging vehicle 
for expression of both form and narrative. bring a sketchbook or drawing pad (size 11 by 14 or 18 
by 24-inches) and a selection of colored pencils and an eraser; additional materials will be discussed 
during the fi rst class.

level: intermediate
class: ee-13 – wednesdays, 9:00am-12:00pm 1/15-3/4/14 (8 sessions) $225

c o l o r e D  P e n c i l  D r aw i n g  s t u D i o ,  elliott everson

Drawing is a learned skill based on hand-eye coordination. anyone can learn to draw, and it is a 
basic tool needed for all classes off ered at the southwest school of art. Th rough free-hand drawing, 
students will render three-dimensional objects - using drawing principles of line, shape, value, 
texture, perspective and composition - in an enjoyable and relaxed atmosphere. bring an 18 by 24-
inch drawing pad, a selection of graphite pencils and an eraser; additional materials will be discussed 
during the fi rst class.

level: beginner to intermediate
class: ee-12 – tuesdays, 9:00am-12:00pm 1/14-3/4/14 (8 sessions) $225
          ee-14– wednesdays, 1:00-4:00pm 1/29-3/5/14(6 sessions) $165

b a s i c  D r aw i n g ,  elliott everson
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Th is course off ers a combination of traditional and alternative approaches to the body in art. 
students will explore various interpretations of the human form, from representation to abstraction. 
to develop their personal style, students will work from live models and personal images, using a 
variety of water-based media and experimental techniques. bring an 18 by 24-inch drawing pad, a 
selection of pencils and an eraser to the fi rst class; additional materials will be discussed at that time. 
Model fees are included.

level: intermediate/advanced
class: Ja-2 – fridays, 3/21-5/9/14 10:00am-2:00pm (8 sessions) $325

t h e  f i g u r e  i n  D r aw i n g  a n D  P a i n t i n g ,  Jack adams

our homes and workspaces express a lot about who we are as individuals.  so will our fi red clay 
micro-mini dwellings!  you may draw inspiration from your own home, abodes from distant lands, 
nests made by creatures, or invent a structure purely from your imagination. for inspiration, luehr-
sen will present a slide show of actual dwellings and dwelling sculptures and demonstrate basic clay 
forming techniques.  no micro-mini dwelling will be taller or wider than 8” so participants at all 
levels of experience can successfully build. after your clay sculptures are bisque fi red, you’ll return 
to enhance the color and surfaces of your dwelling(s) with glazes.

level: beginner to intermediate
class: sl-3 – saturdays, 10:00am-3:00pm 3/1 & 3/8/14 (2 sessions) $125

M i n i - M i c r o  D w e l l i n g s ,  sandra luehrsen



2 0 1 4  W i n t e r  c o u r s e  c a t a l o g  •  76  •  2 0 1 4  W i n t e r  c o u r s e  c a t a l o g

c l a s s e s :  f i b e r

This is a fundamentals class in the format of a guided journey to free creative potential. it will 
begin with an exercise to loosen up the student then allow them to use this exercise to enhance 
the painting. incorporated in the class structure will be lessons on color, value, and composition. 
allowing the participants to learn painting through doing and not just seeing or reading.

level: beginner to intermediate
sh-11 – tuesdays, 9:00am-12:00pm 1/14-3/11/14 [no class 2/18] (8 sessions), $225

b a s i c  P a i n t i n g ,  sue hunter

c l a s s e s :  P a i n t i n g

in this two-day collage workshop. students will explore traditional and unconventional approaches to 
expand their definition of collage. Preferred supplies, alternative materials, techniques, and processes as 
well as color theory and personal imagery will be covered. students will leave with a finished project and 
several new tips to advance their practice.

level: all levels
class: kh-2 -- fri & sat, 2/21-2/22/14 10:00am-3:00pm  (2 session) $150

c o l l a g e  1 0 1 :  P a i n t i n g  w i t h  P a P e r ,  karen holloway

	  

work from personal themes and symbols, abstraction, or photographs. Paint or draw to complete 
unfinished work or start some- thing new in a relaxed environment. class will be tailored 
individually to each student’s needs. Participants can work from varied life sources and imagination 
in oil, watercolor, or acrylic.  come be creative - all abilities welcomed!

level: beginner to intermediate
class: cP-14 – tuesdays, 1:00pm-4:00pm 2/11-3/4/14 (4 sessions), $110

o P e n  s t u D i o  P a i n t i n g ,  cynthia Peterson

acrylics can mimic all paint mediums in a less toxic way. students will discover how to layer and 
develop a painting’s surface. since acrylics work equally well together, there are fewer rules regarding 
how a painting’s depth can be built. to get the most from the variety of acrylic mediums, fool-proof 
and low-tech methods will cover how to simulate epoxy, lacquer, and open painting like oil. no 
previous painting experience required, but some art experience expected.

level: beginner to intermediate
class: av-3 – tuesdays, 1:00pm-4:00pm 1/14-3/4/14 (8 sessions) $225

M i x e D  M e D i a  a c r y l i c ,  agustin vargas

investigate both traditional and modern techniques of representational painting. students will 
become familiar with the many materials used in oil painting - with emphasis on layering oils 
through glazing - and will examine how to cross and manipulate opaque and transparent paint 
with mediums. This class will also focus on composition and the principles for completing a well-
designed painting. Please bring a sketchbook and pencil to the first class; a supplies list will be 
provided at that time. Prerequisite: some drawing experience helpful.

level: beginner to intermediate
class: cP-13– tuesdays, 6:00pm-8:30pm 11/12-12/17 (6 sessions) $150

r e P r e s e n t a t i o n a l  P a i n t i n g  i n  o i l ,  cynthia Peterson
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c l a s s e s :  P a i n t i n g

This class is for the first-time painter, as well as the student who would like to learn more about the 
various approaches to painting in this very direct medium. Demonstrations will be given each week 
showing students how to paint wet-on-wet washes, dry-on-wet washes and with a dry brush. color 
theory as it relates to watercolor will be discussed. intermediate level students, while developing an 
independent vision, will learn ways to improve their painting skills through advance demonstration, 
practice and critique.

              level: beginning to intermediate
              class: Je-7 – Thursdays, 6:00pm-8:30pm 1/16-3/6/14 (8 sessions) $200

w a t e r c o l o r  P a i n t i n g ,  John erwin

This class is structured for all levels of artistic endeavor. in it Judith will demonstrate in oil and/
or pastel while identifying basic painting techniques such as shape, color, temperature, edges, 
composition and perspective, in her own unique style of painting. students will learn these 
techniques and are encouraged to build their own style of painting in this fun, highly motivational 
environment.

level: all levels
class: Js-2 – Thursdays, 9:00am-12:00pm 2/13-3/6/14 (4 sessions) $110

D i s c o v e r  a n D  D e v e l o P  a  u n i q u e  P a i n t i n g  s t y l e ,   Judith spitz

This class is designed to develop and clarify the student’s painting style and expand their technical 
skills. sue will tailor discussions and demonstrations to the developing needs of each student-artist. 
as the class progresses, students will have the opportunity to learn ways of adding other media 
to their paintings. Prerequisite: Previous painting experience. bring a blank canvas or a work in 
progress, images or a sample of finished work, and painting supplies you currently use to the first 
class; suggestions for additional materials will be discussed at that time.

level: all levels
sh-12 - wednesdays, 9:00am-12:00pm 1/15-3/12/14  [no class 2/19] (7 sessions), $225

P a i n t i n g  s t u D i o ,  sue hunter

This class will begin by exploring pastels, using both conventional and experimental techniques, and 
then make the leap to combining pastels with other mediums. investigate the flexibility of different 
pastel types - traditional, soft, hard, pencil and oil.  combinations with oil and acrylic mediums, 
along with other materials and types support structures will lead students to explore the relationship 
between technique and concept.

level: beginning to intermediate
class: Ds-9 – wednesdays, 12:30pm-3:30pm, 1/8-2/26/14 (8 sessions) $225

P a i n t n g  w i t h  P a s t e l s ,  Donna stenger

have you taken watercolor classes before or have basic understanding of watercolor techniques? 
continue to explore watercolor techniques, composition, and color while learning to create a body 
of artwork. Prerequisite: watercolor experience

level: intermediate
class: av-4 – Thursdays, 1:00pm-4:00pm 2/13-3/6/14 (4 sessions) $110

i n t e r M e D i a t e  w a t e r c o l o r  P a i n t i n g ,  agustin vargas

learn step-by-step techniques for drawing and painting portraits. class instruction will include 
analyzing tonal value and mixing flesh-tone colors. students should bring drawing supplies they 
currently use, a sketchbook and pencil to the first class; suggestions for additional materials will 
be discussed at that time. Model fees are included.  The last four sessions include a live model. 
Prerequisite: Previous drawing experience preferred.

level: all levels
class: aw-5 – tuesdays, 6:00pm-8:30pm 1/21-3/4/14 (7 sessions) $200

D r aw i n g  &  P a i n t i n g  P o r t r a i t s ,  amber wanielista



c l a s s e s :  P h o t o g r a P h y
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start off on the right foot in digital photography, or fill in gaps in your basic skills. This workshop 
introduces the technical aspects of digital photography and the concepts behind photographic 
images. The emphasis is on skill building, creative picture making, editing and evaluating images. 
students leave with a thorough knowledge of what the camera’s controls do and which ones are 
best for each style of shooting. instruction includes apertures, shutters, equivalent exposures, using 
available light, portraiture and other conceptual topics. The atmosphere in this class is one of 
exploration, practice and play. This class is for anyone new to digital slr, or for anyone interested 
in fully exploring all its functions.

level: beginner
class #as-2 – tuesdays, 6:00pm-8:30pm 2/11-3/4/14 (4 sessions) $100

b e g i n n i n g  D i g i t a l  P h o t o g r a P h y ,  alan staats

c l a s s e s :  P r i n t M a k i n g  &  J e w e l r y

an open studio class with instruction on using silkscreen, etching, and letterpresses.  various types 
of prints will be covered including: lino/woodcut, intaglio, screenprinting on paper or fabric, and 
typography. basic materials will be supplied.

level: all levels
class: ln-14 -- fridays, 10:00am-1:00pm, 2/14-3/7/14  (4 sessions) $110

P r i n t M a k i n g  s k i l l s ,  larry nisula

what is Portrait?  what is figure?  Possibly 90% of all pictures taken are portraits — showing 
people in an infinite diversity of situations and locations. class will discuss the difference between a 
snapshot, a portrait, and figure photography.  The human form is central to the history and the very 
meaning of of art, a mirror to our own consciousness. every human body is unique — what artist/
sculptor John waddell defines as the “beauty of individual differences.”  studens will work with a 
live model under various angles and lights.

level: intermediate to advanced
class #Ms-6 -- to be Determined // call for Details

a r t  P h o t o g r a P h y ,  Michel sarda

This class is all about introducing students to basic and fundamental techniques and tools used 
to create unique jewelry and metalsmithed objects. students will design and make either a silver 
pendant, banded ring, or pair of earrings with enameling enhancements. topics covered will include 
sawing, basic forming, silver-soldering, surface embellishment and surface finishing.  Materials are 
provided.

level: beginning to intermediate
class: ln-7  – friday, 10:00am-1:00pm, 1/24/14 (1 session) $40

b a s i c  M e t a l  &  e n a M e l i n g  s k i l l s ,  larry nisula

enameling is an ancient technique of fusing glass to a metal surface. students will learn the basics 
of torch-fired enameling, with specific techniques including sifting, stencils, sgraffito, drawing 
techniques, and more. This class is designed to give the beginning student a strong foundation in 
enamel techniques with the use of a torch. There is a $45 material fee.

level: beginning to intermediate
MZ-2  – saturday & sunday, 10:00am-3:00pm 3/1 & 3/2 (2 sessions) $100
MZ-3  – saturday & sunday, 10:00am-3:00pm 4/5 & 4/6 (2 sessions) $100

t o r c h - f i r e D  e n a M e l i n g ,  Michelle startzman
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is an artist that has been living in arizona most of his life. he derives much of his inspiration from the desert around us and uses
colored pencil to capture the textures and brilliance of the plants and animals. each drawing consists of layer upon layer of color, to bring 
out the many subtle hues that nature itself provides. elliott is a Juried member of the arizona artists guild and a signature member of 
the colored Pencil society of america and President of the local chapter of the cPsa. elliott graduated from arizona state university 
with a bachelors degree in art education. in recent years he has taught drawing and colored pencil classes and workshops in Phoenix 
and around arizona. he is a recipient of several local and national awards for his colored pencil work.

e l l i o t t  e v e r s o n

has been painting in watercolors for over twenty years. he is a juried member of the arizona artist guild, the arizona watercolor 
society, and a signature member of the contemporary watercolorist of arizona. he has studied locally with Diane Maxey, Dick Phillips, 
with robert e. woods and Milford Zornes. he also has three degrees from asu and currently teaches in the Paradise valley school 
District. John’s paintings reflect his love of color, details, and design. his love of travel is often seen in his paintings as he hopes to 
transport the viewer to a world of exciting color and romance.

J o h n  e r w i n

was born in arkansas but has lived in arizona since 1960 and thinks of arizona as home. The lovely desert colors, wide, open spaces, 
and diverse landscapes of the southwest provide her with endless subject matter for her paintings. color is an important aspect of sue’s 
art that is reflected in her impressionistic style. she works in pastel, oil, watercolor, and acrylics, graduated from western international 
university and has studied art at scottsdale artists school, scottsdale community college, with local art instructors and has attended 
numerous workshops locally and in europe. she had an article written about her work in the March, 2010 issue of southwest art. her 
work is included in many private and public collections and has been juried in the scottsdale artists school’s best and brightest show 
numerous times. she is a juried member of arizona artists guild, arizona watercolor association, arizona Pastel artists association - 
signature, contemporary watercolors, Mid-southern watercolorists - signature, scottsdale artists league, sonoran artists league and 
Degas Pastel society. she teaches classes in watercolor, acrylic, oil and pastel at Paradise valley community college, shemer art center 
and terravita art club.

s u e  h u n t e r

is the author of Brilliant Color (north light books, 2009) and Watercolor Unleashed! (a self-published “chapter at a time” book, 2010). 
additional publications include articles in: The Artist’s Magazine (May 2010 and september 1987), “how Did you Paint That? 100 ways 
to Paint landscapes”, International Artist (2004) and Watercolor ’92, fall issue. gilbert Pollard’s two watercolor DvDs were recently 
released in March, 2011 from north light shops / artistsnetwork.tv! she has given instruction in watercolor and oil since 1985. she 
currently conducts classes and workshops at scottsdale artists school, shemer art center and cynthia’s art asylum in the greater 
Phoenix area, highland valley studios in california, Dillman’s creative arts foundation in wisconsin and la romita school of art in 
umbria, itay. a frequent award winner, her oils and watercolors have hung in numerous juried and gallery exhibits and she is a signature 
member of the san Diego watercolor society. her work is included in many private and corporate collections and is represented in 
arizona by esprit Decor gallery in Phoenix & windrush gallery in sedona.

J u l i e  g i l b e r t  P o l l a r D

has been a full-time studio production potter and ceramic sculptor since 1973. During his career he sold works to museum shops, 
galleries and department stores across the us. he has also designed sculptural awards for local arts and business organizations. alan
has mastered and innovated techniques in both functional and decorative disciplines including slab and coil (hand and machine formed); 
extruder, potters wheel and plaster press-mold. alan has built kilns for himself and others. his firing experience includes: low-fired clay 
works and surface treatments: pit firing (both above and below ground), raku ware smoke, or saggarfired decorative sculpture. he began 
teaching the art of his craft in 1993, and has enjoyed the excitement of sharing techniques and concepts with his students ever since.

alan Jones

i i n s t r u c t o r s

J i M  M i t s u i
originally from seattle, received his M.a. in english (creative writing) from the university of washington. a recipient of a national 
endowment for the arts fellowship, Jim has had four books of poetry published: Journal of the Sun, copper canyon Press, 1974; Crossing 
the Phantom River, graywolf Press, 1978; After the Long Train, The bieler Press (usc); and From A Three-Cornered World, university of 
washington Press, 1997. he has served as a Poetry editor and consultant for scott-foresman and harpercollins Publishers, and has 
poems published in over 120 magazines, anthologies and textbooks. he has given readings at various venues: stanford, sacramento state, 
washington state university, the university of washington, southern utah, locally, and seattle’s bumbershoot festival with ken kesey.  
a member of arizona state university’s emeritus college, he teaches at asu west, rio salado college, and southern new hampshire 
university online.
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has had numerous exhibitions of his work presented throughout the valley and had over ten one-man shows at fagen-Peterson gallery in 
scottsdale. he was also a Mars artist in Phoenix. a Phoenix native, his sculpture and prints have been collected by the tucson Museum 
of art, the Museum of northern arizona university, asu west, glendale community college, and Merchants Press, Poughkeepsie, 
new york. he has been written up in who’s who in american art and who’s who in the west. he has lectured at Phoenix college on 
arts & books in review. larry takes great pride in teaching others to sculpt or the art of printmaking, having taught for over 20 years at 
the community college level and at the shemer.

l a r r y  n i s u l a

who is known as instructors The Junk lady, is a collector of junk extraordinaire. she creates jewelry and art from found objects, and her 
work has been featured in galleries throughout the u.s. her unique way of using junk to decorate her home was featured in the arizona 
republic, and almost all of the clothing she wears is recycled. shari keith holds a bachelor of fine arts degree and a Master of arts degree 
in education. she is a roster artist for the arizona commission on the arts and works as a teaching artist who shares her passion for 
the environmental and artistic benefits of using found and discarded items as a medium for creating art.

s h a r i  k e i t h

earned ba and Ma degrees at northern illinois university and an Mfa degree at arizona state university. she left a position as an 
assistant dean at asu to start her own business. she also teaches 3D design at Mesa community college in aZ. several public and 
private collections hold luehrsen’s work including the auckland institute and Museum and the kamm teapot foundation. The Ceramic 
Surface Design book features luehrsen’s art with ceramic transfers.

s a n D r a  l u e r h s e n

began seriously studying art at glendale community college.  she was introduced to old master techniques of egg tempera and oil 
glazing. During a brief residence in austria, she took a workshop on egg tempera with wolfgang Manner and ernst fuchs. she received 
her bfa degree from northern arizona university where she focused on painting and graphic design. as a graduate student at arizona 
state university, she began specializing in water media. currently she is adjunct faculty in Painting / Drawing at Mesa community 
college. a desire to branch out has led her to different art venues including the shemer art center and Museum, brio fine arts and 
scottsdale artists school.

c y n t h i a  P e t e r s o n

has been a professional photographer and journalist for more than 40 years; his client list has included both local and international 
galleries, museums and collectors. in addition, he has provided photography for numerous books and hundreds of magazine articles. 
as much of his collection photography has been done on location, either in the artists’ studios or collectors homes, he has developed 
techniques utilizing lighting and backgrounds that, in his words, “travel well… and light!” on art assignments he’s used everything from 
state-of-the-art strobes, softboxes, umbrellas and tethered computers to reading lights, bed sheets, tracing paper, books and clothes pins 
and will demonstrate how each extreme can, and will, work for attendees.

a l a n  s t a a t s

i n s t r u c t o r s

Prior to moving the Phoenix, Jack adams was accepted at west Point as their art editor of the monthly magazine, The Pointer. he also 
drew and published the portraits of the girlfriends of the cadets. Jack always took the opportunity in any place he found himself to draw 
people...even briefly with the combat artists team in saigon in the midsts of the vietnam war. after his service in Military intelligence 
he returned to school to get a degree from the art center college of Design. after graduating he opened his own firm in hawaii, adams 
Design, which was rated in the top 100 Design firms in the world by interior’s Magazine...www.adamsDesign.net. During the next 
few years Jack became a member of the new york society of illustrators and designed hotels and restaurant in many countries including 
Doha, Dubai, abu Dhabi,cairo, berlin, romania, shanghai, and singapore, as well as new york city. his latest project is the newly 
opened conraD hotel in Dubai. currently, Jack is a member of the Portrait artists of arizona, the arizona artists guild, and the 
icon studio. he recently was included in five juried shows in Phoenix: the best figurative art of the year at udinotti gallery, The 
unsettled body show at the Phoenix center for the arts, the annual best portrait show for the Paoa, the Peoria west valley art show, 
and the Moment gallery photography show in scottsdale. see more of his work at…www.JackedsonadamsPortraitart.com.

J a c k  a D a M s
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i i n s t r u c t o r s

art photographer, was raised in Paris, france, where he lived and worked before moving to arizona in 1984. as a practicing architect, 
he operated his own architectural firm in Paris for fifteen years, during which he was involved in drawing, painting, writing, and 
photography. Through his architectural commissions, world travel and personal interests, he accumulated knowledge in several forms of 
arts. a writer in both french and english, sarda has released four photography “coffee table” books on the Phoenix area, and several other 
publications. including, Flying Colors, a visual homage to the artistry of his friend Patsy lowry for her extraordinary fabric design. he is 
currently completing an essay entitled self-image Discovery — the healing power of photographic portraiture, and a book on the art of 
his friend, painter Jim covarrubias. in 1992, with his wife Donnalee, Michel sarda established the nonprofit art renaissance initiative, 
which have been nominated multiple times to the arizona governor’s arts awards for outstanding contribution to the arts, education 
and culture in arizona. sarda lectures regularly at the shemer on european and local artists and authors.

M i c h e l  s a r D a

a M b e r  wa n i e l i s ta - r e i n k e r
after apprenticing under a florida set director for film, where the strongest point is to follow script and functionality she studied 
illustration and design education course work at northern arizona university. her first position was in a city planning division, which 
gave way to an art director position in a development firm. she, then, started her own design business to further her design carreer. she 
is a member of the american society of interior Designers, and teaches part time at several institutions including Mesa community 
college and scottsdale community college. she has also continued her work for several high end architectural firms, landscaping 
and building companies who request her ideas, renderings, artistic knowledge and ability to produce beautiful products such as Mark 
candelaria, hague partners, oz architects, inc and Pickett while she spends numerous hours researching art of different country’s and 
cultural significance to art and design.

has a bachelor of fine arts with concentration in fiber art, Printmaking, and art history. she is a professional visual artist, has nine 
years of experience as a teaching artist, has been a museum educator with experience in art program development, a lecturer and is co-
author of the children’s book, “get connected to yourself and the world of beads.” she has worked with children, adults, and those 
individuals with disabilities or serious illnesses. all workshops come with hands-on objects, music, art-making materials, instruction and 
cultural/historical information.

c h r i s t y  P u e t Z

has a bachelors Degree in social sciences from the university of cincinnati. after years of social work, she moved to Phoenix in 1980, 
raising two children. she took her first dry pastel class in 1989 at the Phoenix center for the arts. in the fall of 1999 she was hired as 
the pastel instructor for the Phoenix center and the shemer art center and Museum and continues to hold those positions today. That 
same year she became a signature member of the arizona Pastel artists association. Donna has also taught at the brio fine art center. 
her studio is located in The artery building in downtown Phoenix, where she and several artery artists have established a collective. The 
doors are open on first fridays of every month.

D o n n a  s t e n g e r

Joseph wolves kill was born in texas in 1962. he has studied the work of many artists and incorporated his own reflections on these 
artists into his work in order to portray both strife and success. Joseph is a chameleon: his art changes and fluctuates; he creates new from 
the old. his bold and vibrant paintings uncover the hidden boundaries between beauty and disturbance. he primarily works in oil on 
canvas, but has explored other media such as acrylic, watercolor, gouache and pastels. in 2005, the scottsdale center for the Performing 
arts commissioned him to paint three murals, one for the play “guv-tv” (20ftx18ft) and two that represented the state of arizona 
for the west wing and lobby of the scPa building. his passion for art has led him to become an art instructor, and also a mentor for 
future artists. Joseph lives in arizona and is active in native and other local communities. his artwork has been shown throughout 
the united states, europe and Japan. images from his work have been used in advertising and promotion for organizations such as 
the intertribal council of arizona, arizona state university’s creative writing program, the arizona nurse’s association, scottsdale 
leadership inc., scottsdale center for the Performing arts and atlatl (national native arts network). commercially, Joseph has 
illustrated a children’s book, designed a book cover and album cover artwork.

J o s e P h  w o lv e s  k i l l
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was born on christmas eve, 1963, in Jeannette, Pennsylvania.  still, she considers herself a native of the southwest, having lived her most 
reckless and influential years in el Paso, texas.  she earned her bachelor of fine arts from the university of texas at el Paso in 1985.  
under the instruction of her most accomplished professors, she developed her skills as a craftsman, discovered her love of clay and her 
near obsession with the drawn line.  in 1990, she received her Master of fine arts degree in ceramics from arizona state university.  her 
teaching career began in 1990 at Mesa community college. she was approached to develop and facilitate an on-going seminar, focused 
on glazing techniques – a course that allowed her to further explore that clay canvas. Ms. shook is currently teaching at chandler-gilbert 
community college.

b e t h  s h o o k

is a metalsmith and enamelist originally from tucson, arizona. she is currently living in Mesa, arizona, where she works as a studio 
artist and instructor.  she received her Mfa in Metals at arizona state university and her ba in Photography and art history at The 
university of arizona. startzman’s photography background and interest in the nature of relationships has influenced her current body 
of work, which includes close-up portraits obscured by layers and depth, using multi-media. she has exhibited nationally and has 
received numerous awards, the most recent including a Juror’s award from the Materials: hard and soft exhibition in Denton, texas. 
she is currently an artist in residence and Master instructor at Mesa arts center, and adjunct instructor in Metals at central arizona 
college. startzman also teaches classes and workshops at The shemer and harold studio in Phoenix, aZ.

M i c h e l l e  s t a r t Z M a n

was born 1960 in cleveland, ohio. Patricia sannit has worked in clay nearly her entire life.  after starting art school in norway, sannit 
received her ba in art history, norwegian, and ceramics (under warren Mackenzie) from the university of Minnesota  and her Mfa 
in ceramics (under viola frey) from the california college of arts. she lives in Phoenix, arizona. sannit’s work is influenced by her 
archeological experiences in the near east and ethiopia and her interest and continuing study in science.   sannit’s most recent public 
project is a large-scale ceramic installation, citadel, based on an archeological site in iraq.

P a t r i c i a  s a n n i t

as an artist and architect, agustin’s fascination with ancient techniques, such as egg tempura, silver point, and gold leaf, are found in 
all of his work. his artwork is in numerous private and corporate collections in the u.s, Mexico, and italy.  he has taught at both 
the university of Mexico and the university of Juarez. agustin has privately instructed students at his private studio since 1985. as a 
dedicated instructor, agustin shares his knowledge of techniques and composition.

agustin vargas

i n s t r u c t o r s

l i n D a  tay l o r
art experiences includes Mesa arts center from 1987 to present.  at Mesa arts center she is privileged to study ceramics with Jeff reich, 
farraday newsome, sandy blain, and Julius forzano. she has experience in hand building, throwing, sculpture, primitive firing, low fire, 
cone 10 gas firing, wood fire, majolica, glazing and using oxides. she has attended scottsdale artists’ school where she studied the art 
of plein air painting and model vignette classes, and participated in the best and the brightest art show. she attended cabrillo college 
in santa cruz, california, and studied art.  During the 1990’s she successfully started and operated her own antiques business, “nooks 
and crannies”.  her recent shows are arizona clay show held in Mesa, arizona, and art in the garden show at shemer in Phoenix, 
arizona.  she participated in the 10 x 10 show at Mac.  she is part of the co-op at Mesa arts center and has participated in private 
shows and sales during the year.  she is a prodigious collector of all things antique, primitive and natural and trys to convey her love of 
these things into her clay creations.
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e v e n t s

n e w  h o r i Z o n s  s t u D e n t  aw a r D  c e r e M o n y
saturday - January 11, 2014 from 10am-noon

M i c r o a r t e x h i b i t i o n  a r t i s t s  r e c e P t i o n
Thursday - february 13, 2014 from 7-9pm

MicroDwell 2014 granD oPening: Microbrews in MicroDwellings
saturday - february 15, 2014 from 9am-6pm

a r t  i n  t h e  g a r D e n
saturday - March 15, 2014 from 9am-4pm

n e w  a r t  a r i Z o n a  o P e n i n g  r e c e P t i o n
Thursday - March 24, 2014

a rt  r e n a i s s a n c e  s e r i e s :  w i n t e r  2 0 1 3 - s P r i n g  2 0 1 4

t h e  a r t  o f  J o h n  w a D D e l l
Thursday,  December 12, 2013

r e n o i r  a n D  h i s  t i M e
Thursday, January 9, 2014

M a t i s s e  &  h i s  t i M e
Thursday, february 13, 2014

M o D i g l i a n i  &  h i s  t i M e
Thursday, March 13, 2014

e x h i b i t s

s h e M e r  h o M e  f o r  t h e  h o l i D a y s  s h o w  &  s a l e
December 1-31, 2013

n e w  h o r i Z o n s  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u D e n t  e x h i b i t
January 9 –february 6, 2014

M i c r o a r t  e x h i b i t i o n
february 14 – March 13, 2014

n e w  a r t  a r i Z o n a
March 27 – april 24, 2014



first name: _____________________________________  last name: _____________________________________

address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

city: ____________________________________________ state: __________________ Zip: __________________

Phone number: _____________________________________ email: _____________________________________

If under 18 years, please specify birthday: ____________________

 2 0 1 4  W i n t e r  c o u r s e  c a t a l o g  •  1 5

you may register in the following ways:

1. online by visiting our website at www.shemerartcenter.org.

2. in person, at the shemer front office tuesday through saturday 10am – 3pm.

3. by mail, when paying by check or cash sent to: 
 shemer art center and Museum
 5005 e. camelback rd. Phoenix, aZ 85018.
 *Please make check out to: Shemer Art Center

4. Please call 602.262.4727 for current hours and questions.

5. early registration is encouraged because every class has a minimum and maximum enrollment.

*registration closes 1 week prior to start of class.*

P e r s o n a l  i n f o r M a t i o n

student’s name  class #  class name  Days  fee

*MethoD of PayMent:  o cash   o check   o credit card   o Paypal

would you like to donate $5.00 to our scholarship fund Program?   o yes   o no   total Paid: $________________

registration Policies:

1. cancellation may occur due to insufficient enrollment. if a class is cancelled by sacaMa, participants will be 
 notified and a full refund or credit will be processed.

2. refunds will be given to student cancellations received before the end of the registration period. Please allow 3-4 
 weeks to receive your refund.

3. failure to attend a class or program (“no-shows“) will not be granted a refund. any request for a refund must be 
 done in writing.

c l a s s  r e g i s t r a t i o n

c l a s s  r e g i s t r a t i o n



logo/brochure designed by l. Dezign |  www.lindsayDezign.com

The shemer art center & Museum prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, ethnicity, national origin, sex, religion, sexual orientation, or disability in 
its services, programs, and activities. if you need to request accommodations for special needs, please contact the shemer staff by calling 602-262-4727. 

The shemer does not carry accident insurance to cover participants. involvement anD any activity is done at the participant’s own risk.

602.262.4727  |  5005 e camelback rd  |  Phoenix, aZ 85018  |  shemerartcenter.org  |  info@shemerartcenter.org
Please call or visit our website for our business hours.


